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COORDINATED AVIFAUNAL ROADCOUNTS (CAR)

INFORMATION SHEET No. 3	 September 2013
DISTINGUISHING BUSTARDS

This information sheet is intended to give some informa-
tion on the three large bustards of southern Africa and 
some useful tips to distinguish between them. All three 
bustards, Kori Bustard or Gompou, Denham’s Bustard 
or Veldpou and Ludwig’s Bustard or Ludwigse Pou, are 
threatened species and are classified as vulnerable in the 
South African Red Data Book. The threats facing these 
birds include habitat alteration, hunting and collision with 
overhead transmission lines. 

Kori Bustard
Distribution: The distribution of the Kori Bustard (see 
line drawing and map overleaf) lies mainly within the 
100–600-mm-rainfall isohyets in southern Africa. It is 
widespread in the semi-arid regions in the western half 
of southern Africa and penetrates to the east along the 
central plateau of Zimbabwe and the Limpopo River val-
ley into the eastern lowveld of South Africa and southern 
Mozambique.
Habitat: It is a bird of dry savannas. In the open Karoo 
and dry grassland biomes, it is associated with tree-lined 
watercourses where it takes cover during the heat of the 
day. 
Distinguishing features: The most distinguishing feature 
of this bustard is its size, as it is much bigger than both 
the Denham’s and Ludwig’s Bustard. The black collar 
and crest are also distinctive.

Denham’s Bustard 

Distribution: The distribution of Denham’s Bustard (see 
line drawing and map overleaf) does not overlap much 
with that of the other two bustards as it is largely restricted 
to the low-lying fynbos of the extreme southern Cape 
and the high rainfall, sour grasslands of the eastern half 
of South Africa. The old distribution maps for Denham’s 
Bustard are highly inaccurate as they show this species 
extending too far into the western interior.

Animal Demography Unit
Department of Biological Sciences
University of Cape Town
Rondebosch 7701 South Africa
Phone: (021) 650-4239/2423
Fax: (021) 650-3301
Email: car@adu.org.za
www.adu.org.za 

Habitat: During the breeding season, its habitat is high-
rainfall sour grassland in the grassland biome, usually at 
fairly high altitudes, but including the coastal grasslands 
of northern KwaZulu-Natal. Breeding birds also occur in 
the mosaic of coastal fynbos, cultivated pastures and cereal 
crop fields in the fynbos biome of the south western Cape. 
During the nonbreeding season it can be found in lower-
lying regions, moving into parts of the Karoo directly 
adjacent to grassland areas and into sparse woodland.
Distinguishing features: The black-and-white stripes 
on the head and, most importantly, the black-and-white 
wing panels distinguish this species from the Ludwig’s 
Bustard which is similar in size and coloration.

Ludwig’s Bustard
Distribution: Ludwig’s Bustard (see line drawing and map 
overleaf) occurs mainly in western Namibia and western 
South Africa. In the Eastern Cape and Eastern Free State 
Denham’s and Ludwig’s Bustards may sometimes occur 
together.
Habitat: It inhabits the semi-arid Karoo, the drier west-
ern grasslands in South Africa, the southern Kalahari 
and agricultural regions of the southwestern Cape in the 
fynbos biome.
Distinguishing features: Ludwig’s Bustard is slightly 
smaller than Denham’s Bustard, and the wing panel is 
virtually absent.

N.B. Ludwig’s and Denham’s Bustard show extensive 
white in the wings when seen flying and cannot be dis-
tinguished by this feature in flight.
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Distribution maps from Roberts birds of southern Africa. 2005. 7th ed. Hockey, P.A.R., Dean, W.R.J. & Ryan, P.G.   
John Voelcker Bird Book Fund, Cape Town.

instance, chick initially foraged close to 6, later (by 18 d) wandered
further afield; by 50 d, chick 0.75� size of 6 and capable of short
flights; 1 wk later both left area9. Post-fledging dependence probably
lengthy, suggested by 6 feeding full-grown juv 3. When disturbed,
chick lies flat, retracts neck and holds bill at 45o angle75. 6 with chick
performed open-wing distraction display62. Breeding success: Average
brood size 1.3 (n=12)9,33,59,62,63,65,75, only slightly smaller than av clutch
size. 1 clutch trampled by cattle71.

CONSERVATION: Near-threatened globally 17 and Vulnerable in S Africa,
Swaziland and Lesotho13. Neotis d. stanleyi has decreased in numbers
and range in most of S Africa due to habitat loss and human
disturbance2,13,57,63; may have increased in modified habitats in s and
sw W Cape76. Disappeared from Gordon’s Bay area, W Cape, when road
built in 193746. Killed by snaring, hunting, and poisoning (eg from baits
set for guineafowl) 3, 13. Important protected areas incl Verloren
Vallei NR, Mpumalanga, Malolotja NR, Swaziland, uKhahlamba
Drakensberg and Greater St Lucia Wetland parks, KwaZulu-Natal, and
De Hoop NR, W Cape12,63.

MOULT: Few data for N. d. stanleyi; 7 probably develops long white
display plumes on neck and breast in partial pre-br moult; lost in
complete post-br moult 65. Ad N. d. denhami have complete post-br
moult25. Post-juv moult starts 2 mo after hatching, taking up to 18 mo
to complete25.

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION: Mainly in wing length and intensity of
rufous coloration on hind neck. Subspp: Africa 3, s Africa 230.
N. d. stanleyi JE Grey, 1831, Zool. Misc., p12; Cape of Good Hope

(= W Cape), S Africa. Southern Mozambique, e and s S Africa,
Lesotho and Swaziland. (Described under Identification.)

N. d. jacksoni Bannerman, 1930, Bull. Br. Ornithol. Club, 1:60; Amala
River (= Mara River), Kenya. East Africa south to n s Africa. Darker

than N. d. stanleyi (especially on upper parts), hind neck paler
rufous. Larger, longer winged 10,11,16. Wing (25 7) 520–615 (576),
(28 6) 440–525 (475); tail (23 7) 190–333 (292), (28 6) 186–306
(245); tarsus (23 7) 151–182 (163), (28 6) 124–149 (134); culmen
(26 7) 75–99 (84.2), (26 6) 62–86 (71.1)16; mass (10 7) 4.5–14.4 kg
(7.11 kg), (8 6) 1.5–5.4 kg (3.50 kg)25,27,38–40,69.

MEASUREMENTS: N. d. stanleyi wing (11 7) 492–600 (558), (7 6)
435–482 (459); tail (10 7) 221–324 (290), (9 6) 203–279 (241); tarsus
(11 7) 145–170 (161), (9 6) 102–145 (131); culmen (11 7) 65–89 (75),
(9 6) 46–73 (61) 1,16,38; mass (4 7) 6.3–11.3 kg (8.64 kg), (1 6)
4.1 kg8,35,51,58.

REFERENCES: 1. Allan DG (unpubl data); 2. Allan 1997; 3. Allan 2003; 4. Allan &

Davies 1995; 5. Anon 1983; 6. Anon 1999; 7. Aspinwall 1983; 8. Ayres & Gurney 1878;

9. Balchin 1991; 10. Bannerman 1930a; 11. Bannerman 1930b; 12. Barnes 1998;

13. Barnes 2000; 14. Benson & Benson 1977; 15. Benson et al. 1971; 16. Benson & Irwin

1972; 17. BirdLife International 2000; 18. Boshoff et al. 1990; 19. Boshoff et al. 1991;

20. Brooke 1984; 21. Clancey 1967; 22. Clancey 1972; 23. Clinning 1995; 24. Collett

1982; 25. Cramp & Simmons 1980; 26. Cyrus & Robson 1980; 27. Da Rosa Pinto 1983;

28. Dean 1971; 29. Dean 2000; 30. Del Hoyo et al. 1996; 31. Earlé & Grobler 1987;

32. Ford M (pers comm); 33. Herholdt 1988; 34. Hines 1997; 35. Horsbrugh 1912;

36. Howells & Fynn 1979; 37. Hustler 1987; 38. Irwin & Benson 1967; 39. Jackson &

Sclater 1938; 40. Jackson 1971; 41. Jansen et al. 1999; 42. Kemp 1974; 43. Layard 1867;

44. Mackworth-Praed & Grant 1962; 45. Maclean 1993; 46. MacLeod et al. 1951;

47. Mendelsohn 1978; 48. Moreira F (in press); 49. NERCS (unpubl data); 50. Nevill

1997; 51. Northern Flagship Institution (unpubl data); 52. Parker 1994; 53. Parker

1999; 54. Pitman 1929; 55. Plowes 1945; 56. Pollard 1986; 57. Quickelberge &

Clancey 1989; 58. Sclater 1906; 59. Skead 1967; 60. Smith 1987; 61. Smithies 1946;

62. Sparrow 1907; 63. Tarboton 1989; 64. Tarboton 2001; 65. Tarboton WR (unpubl

data); 66. Tarboton et al. 1987; 67. Urban et al. 1986; 68. Uys 1963; 69. Van Someren

1933; 70. Vernon 1985; 71. Vincent 1945; 72. Wilson 1972; 73. Winterbottom 1968;

74. Wood & Johnson 1997; 75. Wright 1969; 76. Young et al. 2003. DG Allan
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P304 Ludwig’s Bustard
Neotis ludwigii

R232 Otis Ludwigii Rüppell, 1837, Mus. Senckenb., 2:223, pl 14; S Africa. Restricted to Graaff-Reinet, E Cape, by Vincent, 1952, 
Check List Birds S Africa, p22. ludwigii = after Baron Carl von Ludwig (1784–1847), German pharmacist, botanist, zoo-keeper and 
businessman, who lived in Cape Town 1805–1847.

IDENTIFICATION: 7 78–97 cm, 6 76–86 cm; 7 3.1–6.0 kg, 6 2.2–3.0 kg;
wingspan 1.5–1.8 m. Sexes differ in plumage coloration. Ad 7: Head
dark brown, with paler flecking on supercilium and lores; crown may
have indistinct whitish median stripe4. Hind neck and upper mantle
orange; white nape separates dark brown head from orange hind neck,
extending down sides of neck to join breast. Remainder of upper parts
mottled brown and buff with darker brown vermiculations. Tail
broadly barred dark brown and creamy white, paler towards base;
central rectrices more uniformly brown. Upper wing coverts mottled
brown, becoming blackish with small white spots on outer greater and
median coverts, forming a variable, usually indistinct, black-and-white
panel in folded wing. Primary coverts largely white; flight feathers
blackish brown with white patches on inner primaries (P5 and P6
largely white). In flight, striking white markings largely confined to
outer wing 4. Foreneck and upper breast brown, extending into
triangular point on lower breast; remainder of underparts, incl flanks

and undertail, white. Bill horn. Eyes brown. Legs greyish or greenish
white. Ad 6: As 7, but head and foreneck paler, more speckled. Upper
parts more heavily mottled, white wing patch less prominent4,25,45.
Juv: As ad 6, but throat and upper breast barred blackish and white34.
Juv 7 paler than ad 7, with more extensive white flecking on head
and neck1. Confusing species: Denham’s Bustard larger; crown black
(not brown) with distinct white supercilium and median crown stripe.
Face, foreneck and upper breast greyer, hind neck chestnut (not
orange), white wing panel larger and upper parts less mottled.
In flight, white in upper wing coverts extends closer to body4.

VOICE: Displaying 7 gives loud, deep booming woomp, like low drum-
beat, audible >1 km away1,4; given while standing still, neck stretched
up, bill angled down and neck inflated to full extent; entire body
shuddering with each woomp 1. Call probably produced by forcible
ejection of air from gular sack rather than from syringeal apparatus22.
Each call immediately preceded by rapid series of foot stamps, given
with accelerating tempo1,4. Interval between calls 18–31 sec, shortest
when close to 6 1. When flushed, incubating 6 gives deep frog-like
croak 36 or ‘hissing quack’ 17. Captured 6 emitted strange ‘crying’
sound, and lifted central tail feathers 25. When handled, half-grown
young gives abrupt bark and high-pitched, hollow and mournful,
wailing whistle1.

DISTRIBUTION: Near-endemic, range extending to sw Angola 21.
In s Africa, in s and w Namibia (Namib-Naukluft NP 13 and Skeleton
Coast Park43, east to Etosha NP), sw Botswana, and c and w S Africa,
marginally (non-br) in Lesotho3. In S Africa, eastern limit in Free State
(Hoopstad 26 and Reitz 3), and vagrant to Barberspan, NW Province 37.
In W Cape, largely confined to Karoo and Namaqualand, south to
Lamberts Bay3; also Velddrif, West Coast NP42 and e Overberg2 in dry
winters; 1 historical record from Cape Flats 45, but no evidence of
major range changes 3,26. Range overlaps marginally with Denham’s
Bustard in W and E Cape, at junction of fynbos, Nama Karoo and
grassland biomes3.
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IDENTIFICATION: 7 1.20–1.50 m, 6 1.05–1.20 m; 7 12.4 kg, 6 5.7 kg;
wingspan 2.2–2.5 m. Sexes differ slightly in plumage coloration. World’s
largest bustard; one of the heaviest flying birds. (A. k. kori) Ad 7: Crown
black, with indistinct grey median stripe. Long nuchal crest gives
characteristic flat-crowned appearance. Face grey, with whitish
supercilium extending behind eye; neck feathers long and loose, finely
barred grey and white. Black collar around base of hind neck extends
onto sides of upper breast; remainder of underparts white. Mantle, back,
scapulars, tertials and most upper wing coverts grey-brown, finely
vermiculated dark brown. Greater coverts and outer median coverts
white, with black subterminal band, forming variable black-and-white
panel in folded wing. Flight feathers grey-brown, with fine whitish bars,
but in flight, upper wing appears uniformly grey at distance5,19. Tail grey-
brown, with 2 creamy white bars towards base. Bill pale horn. Eyes
lemon yellow. Legs yellow to dark cream83. Ad 6: As 7, but with less
black on crown and reduced supercilium; neck more finely barred 9,96.
Juv: As ad 6, but paler on crown; neck plumes shorter and crest half
length. Mantle, scapulars and tertials more freckled. Lesser upper wing
coverts browner; inner webs of outer remiges whiter 30. Eye paler
yellow 72. Confusing species: Denham’s and Ludwig’s Bustards have
chestnut (not grey and white) hind neck and striking white wing
markings visible in flight; both lack dark crest and black collar5.

VOICE: Displaying 7 gives 3–7 (av 6) resonant, far-carrying, booming
notes voomp, voomp-voomp or wum-wum-wum-wum-wumwum, ending
with bill snap (audible only at close range); sometimes continues into
night10,37,39,72. Call sequences 29–37 sec apart, interval decreasing as call
bout lengthens39. Growling alarm barks3,96 given by 6 with young62,64,
by 6 after copulation 35, and by 7 during agonistic encounters 6.
Distress call of chick a high-pitched, wailing shriek; piping contact trill
given by sibling in response3,62.

DISTRIBUTION: 2 disjunct subspp, 1 in ne Africa, 1 in s Africa23,96, latter
extending to s Angola 22 and marginally to sw Zambia 97. In s Africa,
widespread but patchy in western and central interior, extending east
to Zimbabwean central plateau and along Limpopo R valley into
eastern lowveld of S Africa and s Mozambique4,74. Partially isolated
population south of escarpment in s Nama Karoo between Prince
Albert, W Cape and Grahamstown, E Cape4. Now absent from central
savannas of ne S Africa67,90,93; no records from Swaziland post 196073.
Recorded historically from Piketberg, W Cape 77, 83. Reports from
KwaZulu-Natal, S African highveld 83,94, and e Free State 24 probably
misidentifications of Denham’s Bustard4,93.

POPULATION & DEMOGRAPHY: Sparse to locally common. Major
strongholds in Namibia72, and Botswana4,19,76. In Namibia, 1 000–2 000 in
Etosha NP72; 2 000–10 700 in Zimbabwe19,65,81; <100 in s Mozambique74;
2 000–5 000 in S Africa13, with 100–250 in Kruger NP12,53 and 100–140 in
Kgalagadi TFP 12. Density/100 km2 at Savuti, Botswana 77–86 98;
Zimbabwe 3.7–9.7 (n=3 sites)19,62,65. Road counts/100 km: 6.0 at
Etosha NP, Namibia (27 263 km)70; Botswana, 0.9 inside protected areas,
0.02 outside41,42, 6.6 at Nxai Pan NP and 1.8 at Makgadikgadi Pans GR18;

1.3–28.6/100 km along Nossob and Auob R, Kgalagadi TFP, highest in
winter (n=965 km)58; e Karoo, 0.1–2.1100. In Kruger NP, S Africa, sex ratio
1 7:1.1 6 (n=81 birds); est 1 ad:0.03 juv (n=237)54. 1 6 bred at 3 yr72;
in captivity, age of first br 3–12 yr (7), 3–6 yr (6)34. Longevity up to
26 yr in captivity 33. Prey of Martial Eagle 29,51,72, Lion Panthera leo26,89,
Leopard P. pardus72, Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus72, Caracal Caracal caracal3,
Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas3,72 and African Rock Python Python
sebae (n=1)3. Occasional roadkill; also killed against fences3.

MOVEMENTS: Locally nomadic, probably influenced by rainfall95; little
evidence for regular movements 4,100, despite early suggestions of
migration7,44,57. Apparently sedentary in c Zimbabwe19. At Etosha NP,
Namibia, local movement between Mopane Colophospermum mopane
woodland and open grassland plains; 1 7 moved 85 km and returned
following br season. 1 6 with chick travelled 55 km in 54 d70,71. 66 with
young have smaller home ranges (2–151 km2; n=9) than 66 without
chicks (23–413 km2; n=8)72; 7 ranges after br 45–6 718 km2 (n=6)72.

HABITAT: Fairly dry, open savanna with rainfall 100–600 mm 4; also
Nama Karoo dwarf shrublands and, occasionally, western grasslands,
where typically close to tree-lined watercourses, which provide cover
when disturbed and shade during heat of day 4; also dry grassy pan
edges. Occasionally in dense, closed-canopy woodland 19, 62, 71,
incl miombo (Brachystegia) and Zimbabwe Teak Baikiaea plurijuga
woodland, especially br 66, but usually absent from dense
vegetation76. Often on sandy soil, especially Kalahari sands, but also
stony ground62,69. Typically on level terrain, but sometimes hilly areas,
probably when nesting 62. Mainly in natural vegetation 100, but
sometimes aggregates in cleared areas, eg fire-breaks, airstrips,
pastures and fields3,20,80. Occasionally attracted to burnt ground3,46,64.

GENERAL HABITS: Singly and in groups, typically observed walking
across open habitats. Group size av 1.74±1.65 (max 18, n=1 029);
frequency 1=64%, 2=21%, >3 =15% 3. Occasionally in larger
aggregations, eg 46 Savuti, Botswana4; at Etosha NP, Namibia, up to 19
at water holes, 30 on open plains72. Predominantly in single-sex groups;
largest groups only 77 in Zimbabwe19, and 93% of all 77 within
groups in Etosha NP were in single-sex groups (n=239)72. In Etosha NP
(excl accompanying chicks), 90% of groups with 66 are single-sex
(n=371)72. Groups not cohesive over time66; remain together 1–2 d in
Etosha NP, where may function as temporary defence against
predators72. Birds in Kruger NP, S Africa, spend 69% of time walking,
19% inactive, 5% feeding, 3% drinking, 3% flying and 1%
communicating (n=237 observations)54. In Etosha NP, 70% of birds rest
during heat of day72. Drinks regularly, but access to water perhaps not
essential; recorded up to 40 km from water 75. Drinks with sucking
action, usually in crouched position settled on hocks36. Flies92 or walks
to roost on bare ground or in very short grass; crouched and immobile
entire night, leaving roost 30 min before sunrise72. Sometimes roosts
communally 55. Aggressive displays (pecking, with crest raised and
wings open) towards Red-crested Korhaan79 and Springbok Antidorcas
marsupialis, Burchell’s Zebra Equus burchelli and Gemsbok Oryx gazella
while drinking at water hole 72. Attacked by African Wattled and
Crowned Lapwings defending their nests, eliciting Shock display50, with
head lowered, wings opened with upper surface angled forward, tail
raised and fanned31,32. Flight slow and heavy; wing-beats laboured. At
Savuti, Botswana, Southern Carmine Bee-eaters commonly perch on
backs to hawk insects16,27,98; reported elsewhere in s Africa only once at
Pafuri, Limpopo Province38. 1 record of Fork-tailed Drongos perching
on their backs59.

FORAGING & FOOD: Forages by walking and pecking on ground or in
low bushes and trees. In Etosha NP, Namibia, foraging peaks 09h00 and
17h00 72. Occasionally forages alongside Denham’s 78 and Ludwig’s
Bustards3,72. Attracted to locust and caterpillar outbreaks, and dung-
dependent fauna23. Eats invertebrates (grasshoppers, locusts, beetles,
especially dung beetles, armoured ground crickets, termites,
caterpillars, Hymenoptera, solifuges, scorpions and snails), small
vertebrates (lizards, chameleons, snakes, birds’ eggs and nestlings, and
small rodents), and carrion (roadkills and fire casualties) 17,96. Also
seeds, berries, roots, bulbs, flowers, wild melons, Acacia gum85, green

P304 Kori Bustard
Ardeotis kori

R230 Otis kori Burchell, 1822, Trav. Int. S. Afr., 1:393; Mazelsfontein, confluence of Vaal and Orange R, N Cape. 
kori (Tsw) = Tswana name for the bird, ‘Kgôri’.
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Birds in group half-raised wings, holding posture for 5–10 sec.
7 bowed to 6 on ground, like domestic pigeon 9, 15. Nest: Material
gathered by 7, who breaks twigs from trees and brings them to 6 at
nest site. 7 usually settles short distance away from nest, then slowly
approaches, passing material to 6, who tucks it under her body onto
nest, with infrequent help from 7 15. Of ca 60 twigs brought to 1 nest
in 6 hr, only 25% successfully incorporated into nest15, 19. Flat platform
of twigs and leaf petioles; outside diam 130–150 mm, with only
shallow central depression. 1 completed nest contained 28 twigs
70–150 mm, 26 leaf petioles 70–200 mm19. On horizontal fork, or fork
on gently sloping branch, 2–21 m (5 m) above ground (n=98)15. Very
occasionally in upright multiple fork. Sometimes on old dove nest,
and fairly frequently on clump of mistletoe15. 3 of 63 nests in riverine
woodland, 12 in gardens, and 48 in miombo (Brachystegia), Acacia,
Mopane Colophospermum mopane and other woodland 15. Frequently
in trees in park-like groves near houses or other habitation15. Laying
dates: Mostly Aug–Jan; Botswana all months except Nov, Jan and May
(n=14) 16; Zimbabwe Jul–Feb, May 14, 15. Eggs: 1–2 (1.82; n=133) 15;
1 3-egg clutch in Waterberg, Limpopo Province 1. Oval. Unmarked;
white, slightly glossy. Size (n=42) 28.3–34.3 � 21.6–25.7 mm (30.5 �
23.7 mm)14. Incubation: Period 13–14 d; by both sexes 20.
Development & care of young: Eggs hatch at intervals of 3–24 hr 20.
Eggshells remain on nest or fall to ground below 20. Newly hatched
young with pink skin covered with sparse, straw-coloured down. Bill
flesh-coloured. Primary quills start to emerge from sheaths at 3 d;
eyes open at 5 d. By 8–9 d, well-feathered, apart from breast 20.
Nestling period 11–13 d 15. Breeding success: Egg(s) sometimes
dislodged from nest when incubating bird disturbed; nest
subsequently deserted. Nests also destroyed by high winds 20.

CONSERVATION: Not threatened, but numbers and range around Harare,
Zimbabwe have decreased markedly during the last few decades 11;
similar reductions reported for coastal forests in E Cape3.

MOULT: In Malawi and Zambia, ads have complete pre-br moult,
ending Aug–Sept6,10. Only 1 primary growing at a time10.

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION: Mainly in shades of green and grey, and in
size. Subspp: Africa ca 13, s Africa 7.
T. c. delalandii (Bonaparte), 1854, Comp. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris, 39:873;

S Africa (= Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, ex Verreaux). From
e Mpumalanga east to Maputo, Mozambique, south to KwaZulu-Natal,

Swaziland and E Cape. Head, neck, breast and most of belly greyish
green; hind neck collar grey. Upper parts and tail bright yellowish
green; tail with whitish terminal band, 20 mm wide.

T. c. schalowi Reichenow, 1880, Ornithol. Centralblatt., p108; ‘Diamond
Fields’, adjusted to Impalila Is, Zambezi-Chobe confluence,
ne Botswana (incl T. c. chobiensis Roberts). Eastern Caprivi, Namibia,
extreme ne Botswana and n Zimbabwe in Zambezi R valley from
about Chobe R confluence eastwards. Brighter yellowish green
on head and underparts than T. c. delalandii, grey collar less
pronounced. Poorly differentiated subsp15.

T. c. damarensis (Reichenow), 1901, Die Vögel Afrikas, 1:399; Nukana,
Okavango R, n Namibia. From s Angola through n Namibia and
n Botswana. Greyer and paler than T. c. schalowi; top of tail green.
Poorly differentiated subsp 15.

T. c. orientalis (Gunning & Roberts), 1911, Ann. Transvaal Mus., 3:109;
Vila Pereira, Boror, n Mozambique. Eastern Zimbabwe and
Mozambique north of Maputo. Upper parts with yellowish tone;
pinkish ‘shoulder’ patch small. 

T. c. ansorgei Hartert & Goodson, 1918, Novit. Zool., 25:352;
Huìla, Angola. West Cunene R; extralimitally, north to Huambo
Province, Angola. Upper parts greener than T. c. delalandii; cere
broader and more swollen.

T. c. vylderi Gyldenstolpe, 1924, Bull. Br. Ornithol. Club, 44:36; Quevep,
Great Namaqualand, Namibia. North-western Namibia (Damaraland
and Kaokoveld). All green areas much greyer than other subspp15.
Mass (2 7) 195 g, 200 g; (4 6) 190–220 g (201 g)7.

T. c. glauca Clancey, 1967, Durban Mus. Novit., 8:62; Fort Tuli,
Zimbabwe. Eastern Botswana, Zimbabwe plateau, and NW and
Limpopo Provinces. Hind neck grey; large pinkish ‘shoulder’ patch.
Eyes cobalt blue.

MEASUREMENTS: T. c. delalandii wing (10 unsexed) 172–188 (178.2);
tail (10 unsexed) 93.5–107.5 (100.3); tarsus (10 unsexed) 24–26 (25);
culmen (10 unsexed) 20–23 (21.1)15; mass (8 7) 230–242, (2 6)
209, 24720.

REFERENCES: 1. Archibald 1980; 2. Brown et al. 1982; 3. Colahan 1997; 4. Curtis 1993;

5. De Swardt 1986; 6. Dowsett RJ (unpubl data); 7. Friedmann & Northern 1975; 

8. Garland 1984; 9. Goodwin 1983; 10. Hanmer 1999; 11. Harwin 1998; 12. Locke 1985;

13. Maasdorp 1995; 14. Maclean 1993; 15. Rowan 1983; 16. Skinner 1996; 17. Tarboton

et al. 1978; 18. Tarboton & Allan 1984; 19. Tarboton & Vernon 1971; 20. Urban et al. 1986;

21. Van der Merwe 1992. WRJ Dean

COLUMBIDAE/OTIDIDAE Bustards 291

P304 Denham’s Bustard   Stanley’s Bustard
Neotis denhami

R231 Otis Denhami Children, 1826, in Denham and Clappertons’ Travels, app., p199; Lake Chad. denhami = after Lt Col Dixon Denham
(1786–1828), British military officer and colonial administrator.

IDENTIFICATION: 7 100–120 cm, 6 80–90 cm; 7 7.6 kg, 6 3.7 kg;
wingspan ca 1.6–2.0 m. Sexes dimorphic in plumage coloration.
(N. d. stanleyi) Ad 7: Crown black, with prominent, broad, extended
white supercilium and median stripe. Narrow blackish eye stripe;

remainder of face bluish grey (rarely blackish). Sides of neck white,
broadening on sides of nape. Hind neck and upper mantle deep
chestnut; lower mantle, back and rump brown, with fine blackish
vermiculations. Tail blackish brown with 2–3 broad, creamy white
bands; central rectrices browner. Lesser wing coverts brown,
vermiculated blackish; remainder of upper wing coverts black-and-
white, forming a distinct panel on folded wing. In flight, shows striking
white markings on upper wing both on inner primaries (P4 and P5
largely white) and on wing coverts, latter individually variable4. Throat
whitish; foreneck and upper breast bluish grey (rarely blackish),
grading into white lower breast; long white plumes on neck and breast
concealed when not displaying. Remainder of underparts, incl flanks
and undertail, white. Bill horn. Eyes hazel. Legs yellow-white.
Ad 6: Smaller than 7, with thinner neck; upper parts more heavily
mottled. Foreneck and upper breast finely barred brownish grey and
white, sharply demarcated from white underparts3,4. Imm: As 6, but
crown freckled, coarser freckling on throat, less rufous on hind neck.
Scapulars and inner secondaries more coarsely vermiculated, rusty
wash on lesser coverts. Pale areas of plumage duller and more
irregularly marked. Outer primaries more pointed; outer rectrices
shorter and narrower. Eyes brown. Confusing species: Ludwig’s
Bustard has browner face, foreneck, upper breast, and brown crown;
lacks well-defined white median crown stripe; supercilium less marked.
Hind neck orange (not rich chestnut). Upper parts more mottled; wing
panel smaller. In flight, white largely restricted to outer wing4.

1. N. d. stanleyi; 2. N. d. jacksoni.
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