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Please highlight your chosen answer or mark it with a cross. There are no right/wrong answers, please do give us your honest answers, we value your experience. You may remain anonymous if you so desire, but please indicate your approximate age and district. Please email the questionaire to Donella.Young@uct.ac.za or post it to Donella Young, Animal Demography Unit, Dept of Zoology, University of Cape Town, Rondebosch. 7701. Many thanks!!
1. Do you believe that farms and farmers have a part to play in conserving biodiversity?
A. Yes

B. No

C. Maybe

2. We would like to know how you understand the concept of ‘biodiversity’. Which of the following do you consider to be part of the biodiversity of your farm? (include as many as you think are)
A. the variety of crops and domestic animals

B. the wild species in cultivated areas

C. the wild species in non-cultivated areas

D. all species of plants and animals on your farm, including weeds and pests

E. the variety of wild/natural habitats on the farm

F. the variety of man-made habitats on the farm

G. other (specify)
3. Is biodiversity important to you personally?
A. Yes, very important
B. Yes, somewhat/slightly important
C. No, not important
4. Which phrase best describes your attitude towards wild nature on your farm?
A. I find it interesting/fascinating.
B. I’m not interested in it.
C. It’s a nuisance.
D. I value/appreciate it.
E. I don’t understand it.
F. Other (specify)
5. How would you rate your knowledge of wild nature?
A. wild plants                  Poor/Moderate/Good

B. wild mammals            Poor/Moderate/Good
C. birds                           Poor/Moderate/Good
D. reptiles

      Poor/Moderate/Good
E. amphibians/frogs        Poor/Moderate/Good
F. freshwater fish            Poor/Moderate/Good
G. invertebrates (creepy crawlies)           Poor/Moderate/Good

6. Would you like to improve your knowledge about these groups?
A. wild plants                  Yes/No

B. wild mammals            Yes/No
C. birds                           Yes/No
D. reptiles                       Yes/No
E. amphibians/frogs        Yes/No

F. freshwater fish            Yes/No

G. invertebrates (creepy crawlies)            Yes/No

7. Is the conservation of wild nature an important aspect of the way you run/manage your farm?
A. Yes

B. No

C. Sometimes 
8. Highlight your feelings towards these birds if they are on your farm.
A. Blue Crane



Positive/Negative/Indifferent/Don’t know it
B. Black-headed Heron


Positive/Negative/Indifferent/ Don’t know it
C. Secretarybird



Positive/Negative/Indifferent/ Don’t know it
D. Denham’s Bustard


Positive/Negative/Indifferent/ Don’t know it
E. Black Harrier



Positive/Negative/Indifferent/ Don’t know it
F. Spur-winged Goose


Positive/Negative/Indifferent/ Don’t know it
G. White Stork



Positive/Negative/Indifferent/ Don’t know it
H. Raptors in general


Positive/Negative/Indifferent
9. List animals (including birds) that you find a problem on your farm.
10. Are there any “patches of nature” (non-cropped areas) on your farm that you would like to manage for conservation? A. Yes


B. No
11. Which do you think is most important for conserving wild species, rank them from 1-3 or are they equally important?
A. natural veld

B. wetlands/dams

C. water courses and their associated vegetation
D. All equally important
12. What do you currently do that contributes to conservation on your farm?
13. Which activities below would you be willing to do on your farm to help wild plants and animals to survive?
A. Limit applications of fertilizers and pesticides
B. Leave crop edges unsprayed
C. Protect nests in crops
D. Put stones in water troughs for chicks and other small wildlife to climb out
E. Remove baling twine from lands

F. Plant indigenous trees and shrubs

G. Control alien plants
H. Protect remaining patches of natural veld

I.  Create ecological corridors to connect patches of natural veld
J. Protect wetlands

K. Create shallow areas and islands in farm dams

L. Monitor overhead cables for dead birds
M. Arrange training workshops for your farm workers in the use of agrochemicals

N. Arrange training workshops for your farm workers in conservation of wild animals and plants
O. Control dogs and cats

P. Put up nest boxes or poles for raptors

R. Rehabilitate marginal land that has gone out of production

14. What might make it difficult for you to do any of these things?
15. Were you aware that improved water quality, flood damage control, healthy soil, shelter, predator and pest control are all benefits that you gain when natural biodiversity is encouraged on your farm?
A. To some extent

B. Yes

C. No

16. Do you see biodiversity providing opportunities for varied economic activities on your farm? E.g., sustainable harvesting, tourism, game farming, hunting?
A. Yes

B. No

C. Maybe

17. Did you know that a compulsory environmental impact assessment is required for the change of land use from grazing to any other form of agriculture?
A. Yes

B. No

18. Did you know that a ploughing permit is necessary before virgin land (older than 10 yrs) is developed?

A. Yes

B. No

19. What section of the booklet Farming for the future did you find most helpful?
A. Introduction

B. The Desirable Dozen
C. Species accounts

D. Useful contacts
20. Which of the Desirable Dozen do you already practice?

Numbers:…………………………….
21. Which of the Desirable Dozen would you find the most difficult to put into practice?

Numbers:…………………………….
Why?

22. What did you find most helpful about this booklet?
23. Did this booklet help you understand the contribution that you as a farmer can make to conservation better?

A. Yes 



B. No 



C. To some extent 
24. Are there additional topics that you think should be added to this booklet?

Thank you very much for your experience and time! 
