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SOUTH AFRICAN RARITIES COMMITTEE

REQUEST FOR ADJUDICATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTING

Note:
The South African Rarities Committee is tasked with the evaluation of records of birds which would constitute national rarities any where in South Africa.  Adjudication of locally out of range SA birds which are no nationally rare should be directed to the Chairman of the appropriate Regional Rarities Committee or the Chariman of the appropriate Branch of BirdLife South Africa.  Please complete this form, making sure to complete all applicable parts of Section A and as much supplementary information (detailed description, copies of field notes, photographs, tape recordings etc) as possible to:-

	BirdLife South Africa

PO Box 515

RANDBURG

2121
	Rarity 
PO Box 515

RANDBURG, 2121

Tel No: (011) 789-1122 / Fax No: (011) 789-5188 / e.mail: info@birdlife.org.za



SECTION A:  Essential Background Information

1. SPECIES:

	Species Name:
	
	              Roberts No. (if 

              Applicable)
	


	Scientific Name:


	


	No of Birds: 


	
	   Age (if known)
	

	Sex (if known)


	
	
	


2. OBSERVER:
	Observer’s Name:


	


	Postal Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Telephone No:
	H:  (        )
	                      Fax No:
	(        )

	
	B:  (        )
	
	


	Names of other observers who may separately report the sighting

(NB: A separate independent report from each observer is important):
	1)



	
	2)



	
	3)




3. DETAILS OF SIGHTING:

	Atlas region:
	
	                      ¼° Square: Name
	

	Grid reference:
	                  S                      E
	                      ¼° Square: No
	


	Locality (farm name, dam, sewage works, etc):
	

	
	


	Date of first sighting -

by you:
	
	  Date of last sighting - by you
	

	Date of first sighting -

by others:
	
	  Date of last sighting - by others
	


	Optical aids:


	


	Light conditions at the time of best sighting:
	

	Date and time of best sighting:


	


	Distance from bird:


	


	Weather condition (at the time


	

	and for the days preceding the


	

	sighting - if considered relevant):


	


	Was the bird photographed?


	


	Which other species were present for comparison
	

	
	

	
	


	Of what similar species do you have field experience?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


How many times have you seen the species previously? (Tick ( applicable box)

	Never
	
	Less than 5
	
	More than 5
	


4. SIGHTINGS OF BIRDS AT SEA ONLY

	State of sea:
	
	Observer’s height above sea level:
	


	Observation site: (eg,  skiboat, large boat, from shore)
	

	
	


	Wind Force:


	
	Direction:
	


SECTION B:  Field Description

Give as much detail about the appearance and behaviour of the bird as possible, eg. Plumage, soft part coloration, flight pattern, call, habitat, etc - preferably before consulting reference books.  If the bird was photographed it is particularly important that the photographs accompany this submission, regardless of their quality.  Attach any notes written on the spot.  Use sketches where relevant.  It is important that own field notes are used and not field guide descriptions.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


ELIMINATIONS:
What potentially confusing species did you eliminate and why: (If not already dealt with above)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	May we please have your approval to publish the record in the Annual Report of the Rarities Committee? (Tick ( applicable box)
	
	
	


SIGNED:    …………………………………………………                    DATE:   ……………………….

	For Office Use Only:
Record No: ………………………………..

Circulated to Committee: ………………

Accepted / Not accepted: ……………….
	
	Acknowledgement:


	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Observer notified of final decision:
	

	
	
	
	


