
BIRD-IN-THt-HAND

S.\IIt \.'TTS'\'THE .'.\i]E FllLFtl t Prt:nonotus c.rpensis
Fl r l,.hn Hrrxoocl,

I \lont.rgu \1e\ s Sout h,
| 11qlc11,n, \!, 1 , tl, f..

I I ,'s6.1 11'.'1, in the South i!est !-ope ilur ing the Jnr nronths of
I el.ru rr'' 'Nl.rl h, (,ne ('(tn <:otclr Iange numbers of Cope Fu lbu ls in the
co.rst.rl m.rc-chia br mist-nettinq at a hflter source. Thrt these bir.ls
h.rrl t:onvengetl f nonr a l.:nge ateo is shohn bv the low netnap nate anrl
thirt tht, excnet ions o1' thc. b irds contir ine<J scc.ls noir pnesent at thc,
ringing site" Tht: fol lowing nrc..rsurements rrenc al I m.rde of the some
s;tc l)\ thc outhor durinq Febnurrnv.rnd [1orch 1q73. ln.r.ldition I

Iravi irre lrr,Jed some moult ililt,) Lindly made ovailatrle L.r Les Undenhill.
l ) \iirr<r-lengtlr and scr detennin.rtion. l!h<:€.rs {iotrcrts gircs .r gottl
st)r)rpl. of rinq-lengtlrs fon scretJ sp,'.-imens of the closeit nelated
l.tr,rr'b.rtus .rn<1 P.nigr.ic.rns, the trnly such inl'ornrrti..n .rvailllrle fon
l'.c'.rrrcnsis is fnonr Lrr.son (1t)61):

i :i.' (']4-oti^qr,5),
I{in9-lengtlrs, token bv m.rximunr chord
irv.ril,rt'le f or 1l.l {-ull-grorn bin.ls:
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lVinq-lenqth vrniation in the Cope Fulbul

Tht's. ,l.rf .r .rt'r' shorn clroplt ic.r I l. above .rnd it can b.- seen th.rt tl-re
(ln,rpl) h.rs ,r LrirrroiJal slr;r1.e. ( i,c, tro pr..aks), lt con bc dssunred
th,rt \ in(l-l( n(lth mc.rsrit'cme nts r.i Il r.rnr nan.ionr Ir oL.c.ut the mean and
that thc 5;r.rp[1 ni.;-pqs.nts tko rrorm.rl distniIgf iorrs fcr mirlc and
'i0



t'enale wing-lengths ovenlapping one anothen, Dnawing by e.ve, the
best nonmal distnibution cunves he ma)! tentativelr. give the extnemc
ratnges ats . f.)1-rr(r-101 ), s ( E6-91-c)6 )

A measunement of'9J on mone will give an approximately'o0 chance that
the bind is a nr.rle, .rncl 93 on less a simi l.rn chance that it is .r

female, This impl ies an cven sex natio, which would be expecterl fon
this species, These f igunes must be useti with caution lon string
noulterJ birds, ancl it would oppean that pnion to nroulting the hrng ma)v
be shorten bv as nuch as -5 

',

2) Aqeinq Livensidge (t972) states that a flesh-colouned wattle
indicates .r juvenile bincl . Since the pnopontion of birds which show
such o wattle is veny srnal l this chanacter must disappean shontly aFten
f ledging. The size o{- the wattle vanics considenablv (5,.1rnrn to 10.imnr)
but it is not vet clean whether this diffenence is due to aqe on to
scx or both. This woulcl be uorth funther inrestjq,rtion.

3) irloult The noult, which {-ollows bneeding, takes possibll three
months. The p.nim.rnr moult ls negular with. on.rven.rge 1,( p.rmdnres
pen wing in gnouth irt an; one time, The secondan) moult bcains,rt
rbout P l3). The toi I moult is veny napirl,

It'oporticrn of' bir.ls rith .rttive ;.nrrn(tn\ [)outt:
S"1- irct \or flec .lcm Fetr \1.rn \pr

I i 1 I r,/i)

fhele. is insul'f icient d.rt.r to er.rnr inc thc rr-ights in ..ict.ril:
(3i-jS-.13) g' ( 11;)

This is rathen I pnern.rtune rccountf as I shall be unotrlc to cont-
inue this pro-ject in EnglanrJ. I shal l be pleased to give the
olic1inaI rlirtr to .rn\rnc rho wishes to make use of it,

Dunb.rn

Livensidqe, li, ilLr-.: Thc ".oloqirrl liFe histony.of the Cape Bulbul
Ph,l, thesis: llnir, oi .'ape Town,

SC\lE N0TES 0l\ THE AGEING CF LAUGHING D0VtS - Stiqmartopelia senesalensis
8:: Clive Hunten,

P,0.Box b715\,
Bnr.anston, Tvl,

The f'ol lowing obsenvations wene nade on a semi-nunal population
of Laughing Doves in the Tnonsvaal, and a smal I numben of aviory
contnols o{'known age obtained fnon the.Johnnnesbung S,P.C,A,, As
this study'has thus fan only involved about 1 000 binds, and extencled
ovci'd peniod of'less than eightecn months, infenences dnoun are not
necessdnil.v the c,onclusions that will be annived at uhen the studl. is
conrplete, but nathen, an aid to ringens engaced in none genenal ring-
ing studies and finding fnon tine to time Laughing Doves of unknown
age in thein catches,


