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SexuaIIy monomonphic species often present pnoblems fon ningers,
panticulanly t hose wonking on populations and population
dynamics, as it is important tc know the sex natio when

computing mortallty rates and population dynamics.

At Banbenspan Onnithological Research Station, nurnbens of Red-

knobbed Coot Fulica cristata are handled and ninged. Attempts
to fjnd sexually dimonphic chanactenlstics fon this species has

this fan proved inconclusj-ve, and we pnesent oun negatj.ve nesults
here so that othen r^.'onkeng on thrs spec:es are a\{ane of what has

bee ll tr,ed and :'a -. 1e d,
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Fig.1. The metatansaj
Redknobbed Coots Ful rca
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Fig. 2, The shield width in male and female
Fulica cnistata, sexed by dissection.
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Redknobbed Coots



measuring the distance fnom the rnetatansal joint tc the mid-toe
(excluding claw). Results ai^e shown in Fig. 1. This did not
prove 'Lo be as markcdly sexually dimonphic as in Fulia
ameri.ana (Gu11 ion 1351r ) and less than 20% ( 17 males and 2

femalcs) cculcj be riexed wil-h cer'tarniy.

srr:!j-d*lfgit
-ihe widih or tir€ shleld was measune.l in f i3 adult -.exed R.id-
knobbed Coc,ts (i:j-E, 2) but was founC to be not neliabl-e as a

se:,ing characLrris*e ic. Ma.Les have wr,der'' shie1ds, but aisc
'^^ '^nales in sh ield width.J 'Jvt' f ap ' -rl

fn sumrnary, nc satisfactor"y rnethod of sexing the Redkncbbed C.o.t
in 1-hc hani !-ras been f'lun.j b:y us. Tirere may Lre vcice Ciffer.ences
betiveeir the sexes, but as rr'e l€re chle.i.y concernecj vJiih sexii,.-c

liedrr,obbec Coots while ningirg:hem, io studirrs ivere done on

th is aspeci .

TAts1.F. 1

the wjng ier-rgi-hs and',fc:3ht'^ of fJedk.,nbbej Coot3 i.rappeC at

Eanbenspan. Oni;r the ioref'-iifirtt ci'tf,? wir;g length claes and

the lveight class:s given jn the iable- e.g.'1 95 is i:.i1e 195-

2CO n,;-r class; 50-1 is the 50-l-55C g clacr,

1S5

No. oi birds
in class 2

Vling lengil' class rrnm)

2C1 206 211 216 221 ?26 231 ?38 ?41 loral

21 i? B 4 i 121

neight class (g)
551 601 651 70l 75''i tiol 851 9C.i 951 1OO1 lctal
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