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Sexually monomorphic species often present problems for ringers,
particularly those working on populations and population
dynamics, as it is important to know the sex ratio when

computing mortality rates and population dynamics.

At Barberspan Ornithological Research Station, numbers of Red-

knobbed Coot Fulica cristata are handled and ringed. Attempts

to find sexually dimorphic characteristics for this species has
this far proved inconclusive, and we present our negative results
here so that other workers on this species are aware of what has

been tried and “ailed.
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Fig. 2. The shield width in male and female Redknobbed Coots

Fulica cristata, sexed by dissection.
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