BIRD-IN-THE-HAND

RACES OF THE EUROPEAN SWALLOW - Hirundo rustica

By: H.P.Mendelsohn, (N.T.0.S.),
1228 Burnett Street,
HATFIELD, Pretoria.

As Tar as is known,

only two races of Hirundo rustical.

overwinter in southern Africa, namely the nominate race,
H. r. rustica and H. r. gutturalis ( Clancy, Durban Museum
Novitates 27.2.70). The latter breeds in Eastern Asia.
has been established that birds of this race reach southern
Africa on migration and there are a number of specimens
musSeums . Although these have so far only been obtained

PR A B S ,
Two specimens of H.r.gutturalis are shown on either
side ¢f Hur.rustica, illustrating the chestnut pen-

etration of the breast band.

Natal, Rhodesia and Botswana within our region, as well as
Tanzania, Zambia and Malawi north of the Zambesi, there is
evidence to suggest that they also occur in the Transvaal
and possibly other parts of South Africa. Swallow ringers

should, therefore be on the alert and carefully examine any
deviate bird coming to hand.

In H.r.gutturalis the chestnut of the throat patch is
possibly a little paler than in H.r.r. but the most signif-
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